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An

- Introduction - 
Dear Friends, some of you may recall the joe gardener’s 
Best of the Must-haves from years back. We created 
an annual list of the very best gardening products, 
tools and gear that I (along with our esteemed team of 
discerning product testers) deemed to be the best of 
the best. People loved it! But that run ended in 2008.

New for 2018, we’re up to 34 resources we downright 
love, including 16 products making their debut 
appearance with this latest edition. Our criteria is tough 
but simple: it has to be extremely well-made, priced 
fairly, and highly functional. Only then, does it have a 
chance of earning a seat at our swanky table. So without 
further ado, introducing our brand new list, just in time 
to show your loved ones how smart of a gift-giver you 
really are.

http://www.joegardener.com
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Muck Boots
MuckBootCompany.com | Price Range: $50-$145

I was first introduced to Muck Boots many years ago by 
a gardening friend. She wore them all the time, not just 
in the garden! They were actually her all-the-time shoes 
because they were so comfortable. But I quickly figured 
out that they also kept my feet totally dry and warm in 
even the muddiest conditions, and they were incredibly 
easy to slip on and off right at the door. How many 
other gardening shoes can you say all of that about? 
Needless to say, I got hooked, and you will be, too. I 
now have several pairs including the easy on and off 
low cut version and the classic high-top (no longer 
available) style for year round versatility. I love them all. 
Built to last and worth every penny, Muck Boots are the 
ultimate gardening and anything-else-you-can-think-of-
outside shoe.

Farm to Feet Socks
FarmToFeet.com | Price Range: $15-$30

The Farm to Feet manufacturing process has taken 
the ordinary sock and turned it into ultra-comfortable 
and super-fashionable “tech-wear” for your feet. Even 
better, their socks are made from 100% U.S ingredients 
and manufactured in America—a rare thing in the textile 
industry these days. The way I see it, these are the socks 
that not only feel good, but you can feel good about 
wearing. They have many great styles for men and 
women. While you can find them in some of the outdoor 
stores, for best selection you can buy direct straight 
from their website. 

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.muckbootcompany.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000WG8Z4A/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000WG8Z4A&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=7G4PVAC7P7HBLAA6
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmtofeet.com%2Fdiscount%2FF2F-GGWTV-WINTER&data=02%7C01%7Cdave%40nesterhosiery.com%7C86fe41efa48f4984e9ff08d5287b2e72%7Ca81fe8276fff41b28acc3d99ecfded3f%7C1%7C0%7C636459431888335079&sdata=Pgiq50ZlGJajaZmYwUSpXqlPyt39cHL3RWggFhCsCP8%3D&reserved=0
http://www.farmtofeet.com/
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Garden Cart
CartsVermont.com | Price Range: $285-$365

I’m often asked what my favorite gardening tool is. 
While my knee-jerk response is typically my pruners, 
a more truthful response would be the Carts Vermont 
garden cart I fell in love with 25 years ago. It’s the same 
one I have today, and likely has about as many miles 
on it as my old truck. This is the cart that has hauled 
more things than I can list or you can imagine, lived 
its entire life outdoors and is still just as reliable and 
dependable today as the day I bought it. If you want to 
treat that special someone (or even yourself) to a gift 
that’s guaranteed to get used over and over and really 
appreciated every single time, this is it. The classic cart 
comes in two sizes: large and mid-size. And believe me, 
you can’t go wrong with either (or both!)

Harvest Basket
GrowOrganic.com | Price Range: $40

Who doesn’t love a good fresh-from-the-garden 
harvest? But how often do you end up placing your just-
picked bounty into a nasty bucket or shoddy container 
or worse, simply because it’s all that was handy at the 
moment? Exactly. So how nice would it be to have an 
actual harvest basket—one that was well-made, well-
balanced, attractive, and sturdy? This Metal Harvest 
Basket is exactly that. I loved the first one I bought so 
much, I now own three. And I’ve gifted many, many 
more to friends who have coveted mine. For the price, 
it’s the perfect gift that anyone is sure to love.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.cartsvermont.com/
http://www.groworganic.com/metal-harvest-basket.html
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Stainless Steel Soil Knife 
(A.M. LEONARD)

Price Range: $30 (knife only) or $40 (knife and sheath)

I am forever searching for that one tool that truly does it all. 
This knife is about as close as you can get. From weeding to 
digging, cutting, dividing, scraping, measuring, prying, and 
even opening my beer at the end of a productive day. Okay, 
the bottle opener feature doesn’t exist yet, but here’s hoping 
it’s in the next revision of A.M. Leonard’s stainless steel soil 
knife. The six-inch blade is very stout and the composite 
handle is supremely comfortable. I also like that its handle is 
an easy-to-find high-visibility orange and not made of wood. 
And if you get the knife, spend a few extra bucks and get the 
custom sheath too. After all, what’s a good knife without a 
place to keep it handy? With a lifetime guarantee, this knife 
packs a lot of big features in a very affordable price.

Dual Soil Knife & Pruner Sheath 
(A.M. LEONARD)

Price Range: $30 

This is one of those accessories that you don’t fully appreciate 
until it’s missing. And then you’re obsessed with getting it back, 
stat! (Trust me on this.) While every good pair of pruners needs 
a good holster, every good gardener knows that’s not all you 
need on your hip at the ready. The other must-have is a great 
soil knife (mentioned above). The trick is having both tools in 
one place. Enter the Dual Soil Knife and Pruner Sheath. I can’t 
imagine one without the other by my side and the dual sheath 
makes that possible. The unique value of this convenient combo 
was made quite apparent when a viewer of Growing A Greener 
World hand-wrote me a letter to ask where he could get the 
very same thing he’s seen by my side many times on the show. It 
caused me to reflect on just how much I use (and love) my dual 
sheath, and how I can’t recommend it strongly enough.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00UTOLNY4/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00UTOLNY4&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=TI2IPCW3NDWRJO2N
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00DEKR9MA/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00DEKR9MA&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=V5LPMI6X6YAK6RGG
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00UTOLNY4/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00UTOLNY4&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=TI2IPCW3NDWRJO2N
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00UTOLNY4/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00UTOLNY4&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=TI2IPCW3NDWRJO2N
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00D910OZS/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00D910OZS&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=F4F62MKNJ5T65W36
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Cobrahead Weeder & 
Cultivator Garden Hand Tool 

BOMH Debut – 2008, 5-Star Fan Favorite 

Short Handle: $25 | Long Handle: $60

Back in 2008 we were so smitten by the CobraHead, we 
crowned it king of the hill in our Best of the Must-haves for 
our tool of choice for getting out deep tap-rooted weeds. 
The CobraHead feels great in your hand, is fun to use and is 
even designed for precision weeding around tender plants. 
Using the CobraHead is like having a Steel Fingernail®. We 
like the design of this tool in how you approach the weeds 
from the backside and pull towards yourself. It’s a much 
more natural, ergonomic way to weed. Now it comes in 
a long handle version as well. $25 short handle, $60 long 
handle option (54-inches).

RatchetCUT™ ComfortGEL® 
Bypass Pruners
CoronaToolsUSA.com | Price Range: $35 

In the years I’ve been working with pruners and admiring 
their various designs, one style that draws a lot of attention 
from gardeners and weekend warriors is the ratchet style. 
That’s the kind that allows you to easily cut through a tough 
branch or stem (up to 3/4-inch in this case), with very little 
physical strength. If hand strength is an issue for you, then the 
RatchetCUT™ ComfortGEL® Bypass Pruner by Corona® may 
be just the answer. It’s the series of smaller, ratcheting action 
multi-cuts that make a world of difference in getting the job 
done. The coated, non-stick high-carbon steel blade makes for 
countless clean cuts and the ComfortGEL® grips provide an 
additional layer of comfort with less hand fatigue.

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000JKONAO?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B000JKONAO
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000UUZT2E?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B000UUZT2E
http://shop.coronatoolsusa.com/rp-4224d-ratchetcut-comfortgel-bypass-pruner-3-4-in.html
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Long Reach Bypass Pruner 
CoronaToolsUSA.com | Price Range: $60

This tool is like having your favorite bypass pruners with an 
extra-long reach (62 inches) and even more cutting power. 
I am forever pruning small branches that are out of reach 
but I loathe having to drag out the ladder to get them. This 
Long Reach Pruner with PowerGLIDE™ by Corona® has been 
my go-to pruner of choice for years. It’s long enough to get 
most of what I need without getting on a ladder. The blade 
will easily cut through branches up to 1.25 inches and the 
overall weight is only 2.5 lbs. (and yet it’s plenty sturdy). It’s 
easy to store, easy to use and no dangling rope to get in the 
way. And for the perfectionist out there (like me), the cutting 
head rotates 360 degrees, tilts and swivels for unlimited 
cutting positions.

RazorTOOTH Saw® 
10-inch Folding Saw

CoronaToolsUSA.com | Price Range: $30

Corona’s Folding RazorTOOTH Saw is extremely fast, efficient 
and a pleasure to use. Each saw blade goes through 4 
manufacturing processes for maximum durability, hardness 
and friction reduction. Engineered with high-carbon steel 
and up to 6 teeth per inch to cover more cutting surface with 
fewer strokes. Each saw tooth provides 3 multi-faceted angles 
for easier cuts. Blades are also coated for rust prevention and 
reduced friction during the cutting process. When not in use, 
the saw locks in a closed, folded position for easy and safe 
transport. Blades are replaceable and the saw is available in a 
variety of blade sizes. Use code GROW90JG at checkout for a 
20% discount on your entire order.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://shop.coronatoolsusa.com/tp-3206-long-reach-pruner-1-1-4-in.html
http://shop.coronatoolsusa.com/rs-7265-razor-tooth-folding-saw-10-in.html
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Garden Kneeler: 
Padded Kneeling Bench 

BOMH Debut – 2008, 5-Star Fan Favorite 

Gardeners.com | Price Range: $35

Working in the garden is a whole lot easier with a Garden 
Kneeler from Gardener’s Supply. For those close to the 
ground projects, such as weeding or cultivating, the kneeling 
bench provides a padded platform, just above the ground 
away from dirt and mud but close to the action. When it’s 
time get up, the sturdy handles enable you to easily push 
yourself to a standing position. When a well-deserved break 
is in order or it’s time to do some pruning, or trimming 
higher up, simply flip it over and now it’s a sturdy bench, 
strong enough for even the brawniest weekend-warrior (up 
to 250 lbs). The frame is rugged and sturdy with locking 
legs, and folds flat for storage. Weighs just 8 pounds, so it’s 
easy to carry.

This was also a fan favorite of Toni D; “My favorite, and a must have 
everywhere, can’t live without tool, is the garden kneeling workbench 
from Gardener’s Supply. I actually have 2 so I can keep one in the green 
house and one in the garden area. They not only help save my knees 
and back they are a great assist in helping me get up to stand. And did 
I mention a great place to sit and rest to enjoy the beauty of my garden 
as well? This is a ‘tool’ that I highly recommend and cannot do without 
that will always be at the top of my list to have. No matter what your 
age, my grandchildren love to use it too.”

“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.gardeners.com/buy/garden-kneelers/40-008.html#start=2
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HoeDag 
BOMH Debut – 2011, 5-Star Fan Favorite 

HoeDag.com | Price Range: $40

The HoeDag is the perfect all-in-one tool for planting, 
weeding, cultivating, or just digging in the dirt. It has 
become a staple at the GardenFarm as a go-to tool for 
all seasons. It’s well-balanced and the hardwood handle 
is the perfect length for single or two-handed use at 15.5” 
long. The blade is heat treated carbon steel for long-lasting 
performance. Handmade in the USA and guaranteed forever.

As a fan favorite of Pam O, here’s what she had to say about the 
HoeDag; “I love this tool! Even more now as I get older and it is harder 
to get up and down in the garden. This is my favorite garden tool and I 
use it daily when gardening. I use it to dig when planting, weeding both 
easy and tough weeds. The Hoe Dag is the only tool that I absolutely 
know where it is. I like the fact that it is made in USA.”“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00D911Y1Q?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B00D911Y1Q
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Scuffle Hoe/Winged Weeder 
2018 BOMH Debut and Fan Favorite 

Earth Tools Inc. | Amazon.com | Price Range: $20-$65

With no shortage of weeds for trialling tools to remove them, 
we’ve tried nearly all. The scuffle hoe, aka winged-weeder 
reigns supreme for us. Its 3-sided, carbon steel blade slides 
smoothly along the soil surface while severing roots on the 
push and the pull. Surface rooted weeds are no match for 

this easy to use weed-lethal tool. While several companies 
make a version of this tool, finding the proper handle angle 
and length are key factors for peak efficiency and minimal 
effort. This may require trialling several models if it’s not love 
at first use. We find a handle angle where the tip meets your 
breast bone is just right. My favorite of them all is the Earth 
Tools product made by DeWit Tools, model D20-Diamond 
hoe. It's not the one pictured here, but there is a photo of this 
option on the Earth Tools Inc paged linked above.

This is a Fan Favorite of Shirley S. and Karen S. Here’s what she had 
to say; “I absolutely love this tool! It has exponentially cut down on my 
weeding time. It’s gets under a mulch layer like no other tool I own. 
Best of all, it’s not an expensive tool at all. This one is available for $30 
and I take it into the garden with me every time. Best tool I ever found 
is the Rogue 80S Scuffle Hoe from Earth Tools. It removes weeds with 
very little effort. 

“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.earthtoolsbcs.com/garden-tools-dewit/dewit-hoes/
https://www.amazon.com/Flexrake-CLA110-Classic-Triangle-Weeding/dp/B004OBZFVK/ref=sr_1_1?srs=3028547011&ie=UTF8&qid=1511004294&sr=8-1&keywords=Triangle
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Water Right Hose
WaterRightInc.com | Price Range: $40-$190 

Can I just say this is the best hose ever? Apparently I’m not 
the only one making that declaration. I learned about this 
from some gardening colleagues whose opinions I really 
respect. Don’t be fooled by its smallish size and surprisingly 
light weight; this is a seriously tough hose. If you’re looking 
for a hose that won’t break your back while hauling it out 
to the back forty or winding it up at the end of the day, this 
is it. It’s virtually non-kinking, tangle-free, and has great 
reboundability thanks to its “coil integrity.” Add a great 
selection of fantastic, earthy colors and long-lasting durability 
and you just might have the ultimate hose. We have several 
of these hoses at the Garden Farm and everyone in my family 
loves their ease of use. Water Right hoses are made in the 
USA and guaranteed for 5 years.  

Soaker Hose
WaterRightInc.com | Price Range: $50 

I’ve always been a huge fan of the concept of soaker hoses 
for efficient watering. But I’ve never found one I really like. 
They’re flimsy, kink on a dime, hard to work with, and the 
worst part is, they’re made from recycled tire rubber. I don’t 
want the water that’s irrigating my food garden passing 
through recycled tire rubber! That’s why I was really excited 
when Water Right came out with their soaker hose. They’re 
made from a food safe polyurethane material—not recycled 
tires. Which also makes them resistant to UV and ozone 
exposure. Install it once, and leave it in place from season to 
season. When it comes to installing the WaterRight soaker, 
its flexibility makes it easy to maneuver, position in place, lay 
flat and not kink. I also appreciate the consistent water weep 
from end to end and the earthy matte colors that look great 
in the garden without being an eyesore. Suffice it to say, this 
is everything I’ve wanted in a soaker hose and more. 

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.waterrightinc.com/
https://www.waterrightinc.com/
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Rain Bird Irrigation Timer
Model 1ZEHTMR | Price Range: $30

Call me crazy but I love hand watering my garden. While that 
may not be enough for an official diagnosis, the amount of 
time I spend doing so would be! Plus, when I’m on the road, 
which is a lot, then what? While I’d like to think my plants 
need me, what they really need is an automated system to put 
their water needs on autopilot.

That’s why I’m “crazy” about the Rain Bird Electronic Garden 
Hose Watering Timer. Why? Because it’s solid, affordable, the 
display is huge, and I can program this highly versatile timer 
without even looking at the directions! (Guys, you KNOW 
what I’m talking about). All it takes is 2 AA batteries for 
months of reliable, automated irrigation. And the best part, 
it has a simple manual override button, for those days when 
I just need to take watering into my own hands again. Now 
that’s the best of both worlds. 

Atlas Nitrile Gloves
Price Range: $20

With a fit that even a surgeon would appreciate, Atlas 
Nitrile Touch gloves are ergonomically snug and incredibly 
comfortable, but have the durability for serious gardening. 
Almost like a second skin, they’re perfect for sowing seeds, 
planting, and weeding. The Nitrile coated palm and fingers 
are tough and impervious to soil and water (although not 
designed to withstand thorns; nothing is perfect). Tossing 
them in the washing machine makes clean-up a breeze! 
They’ve been such a part of our crew’s daily outdoor routine, 
we can’t imagine a day without them on our hands. They’re 
remarkably long-lasting and at such an affordable price, it 
pays to have multiple pairs on hand. 

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.amazon.com/Rain-Bird-1ZEHTMR-Electronic-Station/dp/B006JZ514U?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=B006JZ514U&linkCode=xm2&redirect=true&tag=g0c954-20
http://www.rainbird.com/homeowner/products/timers/1ZEHTMR-HoseEndTimer.htm
http://www.rainbird.com/homeowner/products/timers/1ZEHTMR-HoseEndTimer.htm
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005MSY76S/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B005MSY76S&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=AQXTER3SG6MGF7LJ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B005MSY76S/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B005MSY76S&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=AQXTER3SG6MGF7LJ
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Color Weather Station
AcuRite.com | Price Range: $35-$110 

We can’t change the weather, but most gardeners have 
an obsession with wanting to know what’s happening 
with it; past, present, and future. That interest is certainly 
understandable; it has much to do with the success and 
failure of nearly everything we grow. As the saying goes, 
an ounce of prevention is worth pounds of harvest (or 
something like that). Acurite Weather Monitor stations make 
that possible at a price that works for just about everybody. 
Use one for basic monitoring or as a full-on weather station 
(like we have at the GGW Garden Farm set) that measures 
temperature, humidity, barometric pressure, rainfall, and 
wind speed and direction. The display is bright, colorful and 
easy to read, and the free app makes accessing that data 
from anywhere via your desktop or phone a breeze- anytime, 
anywhere. For the gardener who thinks they have it all, this 
will be a welcome surprise.

Garden Tubtrugs
Price Range: $10-$25 (depending on size)

These durable, colorful, lightweight garden tubs have earned 
their keep as an indispensable resource here at the Garden 
Farm. Virtually indestructible, they’re perfect for the toughest 
jobs. We use them for hauling, harvesting, weeding, mixing 
soil, storing, and more. The handles are strong enough to 
support carrying by just one side and the flexibility offers 
incredible versatility for any gardening task. I can promise 
though, speaking from experience, one is never enough… so 
do yourself a favor and buy several in various sizes. The 
colors will brighten up any garden while adding a touch of 
personal flair and unlimited utility in and around the garden.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.acurite.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00EDMCC5W?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creativeASIN=B00EDMCC5W&linkCode=xm2&tag=g0c954-20
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B06XNPKKNZ?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B06XNPKKNZ
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000UJPDCQ/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000UJPDCQ&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=SUDGNH35Q4QO7DX4
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Uni-Fork Price Range 
UnionJack.com | Price Range: $70

I came across the Uni-fork in 2007 and it remains one 
of my favorite and most-used tools of all my expansive 
gardening arsenal. Any time I’m turning compost, or 
spreading mulch, this is the one and only tool for the job. 

My favorite features are that it’s extremely lightweight 
yet very durable. Made of an incredibly sturdy plastic, it’s 
quality design and rugged construction make this a joy 
to use. In fact, I’m still using the same one I purchased 
years ago. It lives outside and seems to be oblivious to its 
age and heavy use, in spite of the harsh summer rays and 
freezing temperatures too. Compared to a rusty turning 
fork or pricey stainless steel option, I think this is a much 
better alternative. The bottom line is the Uni-fork is my 
go-to all-weather fork that’s always standing by.

Drip System Expansion 
& Repair Kit 
RainBird.com | Price Range: $30 

As huge fans of drip irrigation, having the right parts 
and accessories is key to adding and maintaining an 
efficient system throughout your landscape and garden. 
Rain Bird’s Drip System Expansion and Repair Kit is 
brilliant and a convenient way to take a wide assortment 
of parts anywhere in the garden to make quick changes, 
additions and repairs. The convenient and portable 
storage dispenser includes 250 ft. coil of 1/4 in. tubing. 
The parts organizer tray is filled with 112 universal drip 
irrigation devices: emitters, tees, couplings, plugs, 
stakes, faucet adapter and more. It’s everything you 
need, organized and accessible. Drip irrigation setup 
and repair has never been easier.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.unionjackstable.com/compost-fork-unifork/
http://store.rainbird.com/drippailq-drip-system-expansion-repair-kit.html
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DualLINK™ Extendable 
Bypass Loppers 

CoronaToolsUSA.com | Price Range: $50 

The Extendable DualLINK Bypass Lopper with 
ComfortGEL grip by Corona takes everything you love 
about loppers and adds in longer reach. Designed to 
make cutting easier with superior comfort, a friction 
reducing coating and full steel body throughout the 
handles. DualLINK’s unique lever amplifies cutting 
power while minimizing the amount of force needed. 
An integrated shockguard bumper reduces shock and 
fatigue while soft ComfortGEL grips maximize comfort 
and control. For your consideration: The heavy duty, 
steel construction of these loopers understandably adds 
a little extra weight. If you’re looking for lighter loppers, 
they’re out there, but don’t expect the same heavy-
duty, enhanced performance. Use code GROW90JG at 
checkout for a 20% discount on your entire order.

Epic Tomatoes (Book) 
BY CRAIG LEHOULLIER (TIMBER PRESS) 

Price Range: $20

I love this book! As the tomato adviser for Seed Savers 
Exchange, Craig offers everything the newbie and veteran 
enthusiast alike needs to know about growing more than 
200 tomato varieties—from sowing seeds and planting to 
cultivating and collecting seeds at the end of the season. 
He also offers a guide to various tomato pests and diseases 
and explains how best to avoid them. While that information 
alone is more than worth the book’s price, I especially love 
the back stories of so many of the heirloom varieties. No 
other book offers such a detailed look at the specifics of 
growing tomatoes, with beautiful photographs and helpful 
plant profiles throughout.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://shop.coronatoolsusa.com/comfortgel-tm-extendable-bypass-lopper.html
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1612122086/ref=as_li_qf_sp_asin_il_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=1612122086&linkCode=as2&tag=g0c954-20&linkId=U2KPSZ5VJVI2Y6ZN
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BigLOAD™ Leaf Rake 
30-inch

CoronaToolsUSA.com | Price Range: $30

The Corona BigLOAD Leaf Rake allows you to rake up to 
2X faster than standard rakes. The unique head design 
(with a 30-inch spread) maximizes load capacity and is 
both lightweight and durable. The optimized aluminum 
handle with 63-inch length allows for fuller leveraged 
strokes and more material moved per stroke while the 
anti-slip vinyl grip offers extra comfort and control in 
extreme heat or cold. Simply put, we found this rake to 
be a pleasure to use and made quick work for all our 
raking projects. If attractiveness counts, this rake gets 
bonus points for that too. Use code GROW90JG at 
checkout for a 20% discount on your entire order.

http://www.joegardener.com
http://shop.coronatoolsusa.com/rk-45030-bigload-leaf-rake-30-inch.html
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- Fan Favorites -
New for 2018, we asked our friends and fans to tell us 
what gardening gear or gadget was their must-have, 
can’t-live-without tool for the garden. We got many 
great responses. Here is a partial listing of some of 
those fan favorites, along with their testimonial of why 
they love their suggested product so much. 

Disclaimer: Unlike our “joe gardener Certified” products 
above that have been tested and extensively vetted by 
our team, the items below are at least familiar to us, 
however we have not had a chance to put them through 
the same screening process. That said, we know the 
gardeners making these suggestions are very savvy 
and we value their opinions. So, in the spirit of shared 
gardening wisdom, here are some of those fan favorites. 

http://www.joegardener.com
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Foxgloves (for Women) 
Nominated by Debbie L. 

FoxGlovesInc.com | Price Range: $20-$35

FoxGloves are for light duty use, form fitting, cool, breathable 
and comfortable. They’re designed by a professional gardener 
and landscape architect. The finest synthetic materials are 
used to create gloves that work hard and clean up like new, 
so you can always put on clean gloves. Their most popular 
Original gardening gloves are perfect for planting, weeding, 
and all around garden use. Gloves are machine washable and 
come in a variety of styles, colors and sizes. 

“The reason I like the Foxglove gloves is because the fabric has a lot 
of stretch to it. The stretchy material molds the gloves perfectly to 
my hands which offers me a lot of dexterity that other gloves don’t. I 
can also wear these gloves when using scissors for dead-heading -- I 
don’t have to take them off to fit my fingers through the scissor loops. 
They’re perfect for anyone who might be a hard fit when it comes to 
garden gloves. Even when the gloves are caked with mud, they clean 
up nicely. I keep a bar of soap near my potting bench and “wash” my 
hands with soap and the hose while I’m still wearing them. They come 
out quite clean, I hang them on my potting bench, they dry overnight, 
and they are ready to wear the next day.”

- Debbie L.

“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B008UDJX2K?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B008UDJX2K
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Spearhead Spade 
Nominated by Ann M. and Marisa F. 

SpearheadSpade.com | Price Range: $55

Spear Head Spade® garden shovel is named after its “Spear 
Head” profile. Primary angles give it the impressive ability to 
auto-seek the path of least resistance. Subsequent special 
angles allow it to gradually ease and burrow through the 
most challenging of conditions. Its specially sharpened 
high carbon manganese steel blade slices through the most 
demanding of plant material and soils while staying sharper 
longer. The blade is also thicker and harder than regular 
shovels to make it extra tough and strong to handle your 
toughest tasks. A durable epoxy powder coating minimizes 
friction and corrosion while improving ease of cleaning. The 
website offers many testimonials from raving fans!

“I absolutely love this shovel. I’m in my 70s and this has made 
digging so much easier. It is so much easier to dig with and isn’t at all 
cumbersome.” 

- Ann M.“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B004DTU810?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B004DTU810
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Leaf & Lawn Chute 
Nominated by Phil C. 

Amazon.com | Price Range: $10

This is one of those items that is so simple yet practical and 
affordable, how could we not include it? Especially after 
Phil Cherry provided many great photos of him using this 
product in his own yard. If you use compostable lawn and 
leaf bags, you need the Leaf & Lawn Chute. 

“This leaf and lawn chute is a fantastic item. I’ve given them to a 
number of friends and they all agree they are great. It holds the bag up 
as well as provides a great funnel type chute for receiving the leaves. It 
folds flat and stored in no space at all!” 

- Phil C.“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B01B7OUN9A?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B01B7OUN9A
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Root Assassin 3 in 1 Rake, 
Shovel & Sift Tool 

Nominated by Gabriell K. 

Root Assassin | Price Range: $50

When we reviewed Gabriell’s suggestion to consider this 
3-in-1 product, we were sold. While we have not trialled it
yet, we see strong application and appeal for its functionality
in and around the garden. This lightweight, multi-purpose
gardening gadget appears to be durable enough to help
tackle a multitude of jobs around the yard. Rakes, scoops,
and sifts debris.

 “This is one of the very best gardening tools that I have ever bought!! 
I use it for everything! It helps when I clean up after my dogs :)  It 
helps clean out the mulch, I use it on my rock paths, sifting compost - 
everything! It is so sturdy and looks great too!! Believe me, I have tons 
and tons of gardening tools - I kind of collect them, lol! This ‘Gark’ is 
really awesome!”

- Gabriell K.
“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B006058HO0?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B006058HO0
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Stainless-steel Compost Pail 
Nominated by Helen G. 

Amazon.com | CleanAirGardening.com | Price Range: $40-$90

While there are several makers of this counter-top style 
compost pail, they appear to be very similar. The most 
important features include a stainless-steel pail, decent 
capacity, and charcoal filter. A key to a successful home 
composting system starts in the kitchen. Having a convenient 
and odor-free way to do that is essential. Features of this pail 
include a 1.3 gallon capacity, high quality grade 201 stainless 
steel for optimal longevity and durability that won’t scratch, 
crack or chip.

“When I bought my compost bin, it seemed a bit of a splurge at the 
time. But I don’t know if we would compost as much without it. The 
odor filter works great, and it’s a nice size, so we probably empty it 
in to compost maybe twice a week. Other bins are too small, and fill 
up sometimes after one meal preparation. I love the look, and that 
everything cleans well in the dishwasher. Definitely one of the best 
garden-related items I’ve purchased.” 

- Helen G.

“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B015DRQ36E?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B015DRQ36E
http://www.cleanairgardening.com/stainless-steel-compost-pail/
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Yard Butler Step Edger 
Nominated by Louise T. 

Amazon.com | Price Range: $25

We are big fans of step edgers. They’re a great human-
powered way to get a clean edge to your beds and 
pathways. In past Best-of-the-Must-have selections, we’ve 
selected a similar product. But the unique feature that could 
make this our new best-in-class choice is the simple design 
of allowing maximum power transfer to the center of the 
tool based on its unique design. All other designs of similar 
products mount the shaft to the middle of the blade, thereby 
forcing foot power and leverage to either side of center. The 
Yard Butler Step Edger solves that problem.

“My favorite new garden tool is a step edger. This shovel-type edger 
has an opening in the center for my foot. Because of the center 
opening, I have more leverage to push the edger through thick grass 
and hard clay soil. I use it to edge along garden beds, making a clean 
line between the grass and my flowers. I also used it to edge along the 
sidewalk.” 

- Louise T.“

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000RYOAQY?ie=UTF8&tag=g0c954-20&camp=1789&linkCode=xm2&creativeASIN=B000RYOAQY
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Trench Digger 
Nominated by Kathy B. 

LeeValley.com | Price Range: $45

This may not be the most frequently used tool in your 
arsenal, but when you need it, you’ll be very glad to have it. 
While a trenching shovel might do the job, but if your soil is 
anything other than perfect, this trench digger might be just 
the ticket.

The seller, Lee Valley Tools says this: “It is impressive how 
quickly a 10” deep trench can be made, even in difficult soils. 
Based on the design of a Swedish tool for fighting forest fires, 
it came to us from a customer who loved it for garden work.

Lee Valley’s version has several modifications to better suit 
it to gardening and yard work in general. The 5” wide head 
is curved perfectly to use as a trencher; it loosens the soil 
and traps it in its basket-like shape for easy removal. The 
sharpened front edge, made from hardened carbon steel, 
slices through soil and roots. At only 3-1/2 lb, it is ideal for all 
sorts of trenching from simple drainage trenches to burying 
hose, rabbit-proofing fences (burying the bottom few 
inches) or even excavating transplant holes.

“The garden tool I can’t live without is the trench digger. With the 
compacted, clay soil in all the places I want to have a garden, the 
digger is indispensable for cutting through difficult soil, digging 
trenches and transplanting shrubs. It’s designed to be easy to use and 
doesn’t put so much strain on my back. I’ve had mine for 10 years or 
longer. I use it every summer and it’s still in excellent shape. I always 
reach for it first!” 

- Kathy B.

“

http://www.joegardener.com
http://www.leevalley.com/us/Garden/page.aspx?p=51123&cat=2,42578,40769&ap=1
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- About -
Joe Lamp’l

Joe Lamp’l’s (aka joe gardener®) infatuation 
with gardening and nature began as a child. 
After a run-in with his parents’ favorite shrub, he 
panicked and jammed the broken branch into 
the ground. A few weeks later, it had taken root. 
Joe was not only relieved; he was also hooked 
on horticulture.

As one of the country’s most recognized and 
trusted personalities in gardening and green-
living, that passion for living a greener life is 
evident to a nationwide audience who watches 
Joe in his current role as Creator, Executive 
Producer and Host of the Emmy Award-winning 
PBS series, Growing a Greener World® and 
previously as host of Fresh from the Garden 
on DIY Network and GardenSMART on PBS. 

Joe produces and hosts the new and popular The joe gardener Show podcast, and he 
shares his know-how on NBC’s TODAY SHOW, ABC’s Good Morning America, The 
Weather Channel and through his popular books, nationally syndicated newspaper 

column and more.

The American Horticultural Society selected Joe as the recipient of the Society’s 
B.Y. Morrison Communication Award, which recognizes effective and inspirational 
communication—through print, radio, television, and online media. The Garden Writers 
Association has twice named Joe as Best On-Air Talent for Television.

Off-camera, Joe is founder and Joe behind joegardener.com—a website and digital media 

platform devoted to environmentally responsible gardening and sustainable outdoor 

living. Joe is deeply committed to “growing a greener world” through his television 
series, podcasts and books which include, The Green Gardener’s Guide. 

When not talking or writing about gardening and living green, Joe can likely be found in 
and around his organic garden and spending time with his family on their north Atlanta, 
GA farm.

http://www.joegardener.com
https://joegardener.com/
https://joegardener.com/podcasts/
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Let’s Connect!

Disclosure: Some product links in this guide are affiliate links, which means we would get 
a commission if you purchase. However, none of the prices of these resources have been 
increased to compensate us. None of the items included in this list have any bearing on 
any compensation being an influencing factor on their inclusion here. Selection of all items 
featured in this guide was based solely on merit and in no way influenced by any affiliate 
or financial incentive, or contractual relationship. At the time of this writing, Joe Lamp’l 
has professional relationships with the following companies who have products included 
in this guide: Water Right Inc, Rain Bird, Corona Tools and Farm to Feet. These companies 
are either Brand Partners of joegardener.com and/or advertise on our website. However, 
we receive no additional compensation from sales or promotion of their product through 
this guide. Inclusion of any products within this guide is entirely independent and exclusive 
of any relationship. 

http://www.joegardener.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1526886617615710/
http://www.twitter.com/joegardener
https://www.instagram.com/joegardenerTV
http://www.youtube.com/joegardenerTV



